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Defying Great Odds, Forging Bravely Ahead —
Spotlight on the 2023 Volunteer Firefighter Phoenix Award Recipient
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The Phoenix Award is the most prestigious firefighting award in Taiwan given to passionate firefighters and
members of volunteer fire brigades in recognition of their dedication and contributions, and also to boost
the morale of the firefighting force. With this aim in mind, in 1995, the National Fire Agency, Ministry of
the Interior, promulgated the "Regulations for the Selection and Recognition of Exemplary Firefighters" and
"Regulations for the Selection and Recognition of Exemplary Volunteer Firefighters". Since the promulgation
of these regulations, annual commendation ceremonies have been held to honor outstanding members of the
firefighting force. The name "Phoenix Award" has been adopted to symbolize rebirth, resilience, and courage
in the face of overwhelming odds. At the same time, the phoenix is also an essential symbol of enduring light
and warmth. Behind every successful disaster prevention and rescue mission lies countless stories that are in
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part moving, in part a mixture of sorrow and joy. Be it tireless fights to rescue someone from the jaws
of death or battling hellish flames, firefighters remain steadfast in their rescue missions even if they
sustain injuries in the process. For that, we owe these odds-defying heroes the greatest respect. We
would also like to wish every firefighter protecting the nation on the frontline a Happy Year of the

Dragon! May your families be safe and healthy!
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